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Children as a Vulnerable Group:

*| nternational, regional, and national laws
guaranteetherights of children in Egypt

"However, there are still segments outside
this scope

=Child labor and street children are
examples

*Therepercussions of thissituation:
A.physical and moral abuse



B.Their existence/prevalenceisa
violation of human rights

=Street children are victims of society

*They lack in skills, education, and
moral upbringing

*They represent adeficiency In
demographic characteristics



Street Children Asa Social Problem:

= |t Isdifficult to estimate the size of the
phenomenon because of its sporadic/mobile
distribution

*The problem isurban, becausetherural
norms/values support primary relations,
leading to emotional/psychological security

"Poverty, the major underlying factor, more
widespread in therural milieu, hasa
stronger negative impact in cities



»A second factor Isthe changing family
conditions:

»the breakup of the family asaresult of the
absence of a parent, especially the father,asa
result of divorce, abandonment,
Imprisonment

» unemployment

» The presence of step-parentsin the
household



» Female heads of households

»Studies have also shown that school Is
another factor: cost, private lessons

»Governmental and nongover nmental
organizations addressthe problem:

1 TheNational Council for
Childhood and M otherhood (NCCM):

gover nment
d  UNICEF, CARITAS. NGQO'’s



= Some of these organizations provide day
car e services, involving constructive
activities, offering medical and hygienic
care

sSome othersareresidential for
rehabilitation

sTherearedifferent definitions of theterm
“dstreet children”:

A. Thosethat liveon the streetsand are
totally detached from ther families



B. Thosethat spend the day on the street
But still retain relationswith their families
= A corollary of both definitionsisthat

these children are out of school



=This paper perceavesany child who
spends most of hisher time on the street,
Irrespective of tieswith the family, asa
street child, based on the
vulnerability/risk of his/ her exposureto
the dangers of the street



Prevention or Treatment?

*This presentation isabout an experiment
conducted by the Health and
Environment Education Association
(HEEA), an Egyptian NGO, addressing
“children at risk”, from the point of view
of prevention

*TheWorld Bank and the Ministry of
Social Affairs provided thefundsfor the
period 2005-2006



Ezbet E| Haggana: The Project Site

*Theproject sSiteisa sguatter
settlement, characterized by:

v Poverty

v'A high crimerate

v'Decayed infrastructure

v Absence of running water and sewage

v"Unpaved narrow streets



v'A High illiteracy rate
v'Large family size
v'Overcrowded households

*"| nhabitantsarerural migrantsfrom Upper
Egypt

=|_abor: seasonal, informal sector,
unemployed

="\\WVomen mostly in domestic labor



TheAction-Oriented Project:

=Theteam of researchersincluded an

anthropologist, a psychiatrist, social workers,
and led by the author, a sociologist

*Theinitial phase was a survey of the
Inhabitants to choose the target population

*The sample was asfollows:

**One hundred (100) children,aged 14 and 16,
living under conditions of vulnerability:



divorced parents and/or living with elither

one, sometimeswith step parents;father in
prison;disabled or unemployed breadwinner

*» Thefamilies of the above children, one
hundred (100) in number

“+*One hundred (100) children who had been
enrolled in school, but have been absent
because of the inability of the parentsto pay
thefees



“* Twenty-five (25) children who have dropped
out from school

Activities:

*The project paid the feesfor the 100 students
whose parents were unable to afford them

*Provision for privatetutorship for them was
also made

*The 25 dropoutswereenrolled in a one-
classr oom school



*Another group of 25 who had never goneto
school and were wandering in the streets,
wer e added to them

»The one-classroom school isa recent
establishment in Egypt meant for the
mar ginalized segments. It hasits own
curriculum

=A clinic was established in the NGO
headquarters

*Tripswereorganized for all the children



»Seminarson different topics were
held in the NGO headquarters,
cateringto all familiesin thedistrict

*The headquartersalso included
counseling/psychiatric servicesto all
residents of thedistrict

*Training in bead work, sewing and
embroidery was given to the
girls;carpentry and electric work to
the boys



* Products from these activitieswere
part of the annual exhibition of the
Ministry of Education

Achievements and Outcome:

*The main success was the good
communication skills of the social
workers

*Thisled to very good relationswith the
community, seen in trust and
confidence



*"The NGO premises still witnhess a flow of
children and parentsinteracting with the
resear ch team, for health services,counseling
or reporting achievements

*The project succeeded Iin creating alink
between the school and the community

*Thefinancial burden of education was
over come by paying the school fees, and
providing private tutorship

*The one-classroom absor bed the dropouts



and illiterates

*Re-Integrating the children in education
was a major achievement

=Exposing the children to activities and
trips helped develop their personality

*HEAA, by addressing the “children at
risk” hashelped upgrade the whole
community



The Current Situation: What Next?

*HEAA hasnot stopped itseffortsin the
district, in spite of the end of the funds

"It Isnow struggling to pursue the follow-
up of itswork

*The premisesand clinic are still open to
theinhabitants

=Seminarsand trips continue but In
limited numbers



*The current source of fundsisonly
from NGO membership feesand a
limited number of donations

sThefact remainsthat thereare
lessonsto belearned from the
exper iment
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